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FUJIFILM Irvine Scientific Acquires Exclusive License for Artificial Intelligence for 
IVF 

The Company looks to expand the use of AI in efforts to improve IVF success 

SANTA ANA, Calif., June 22, 2022-- FUJIFILM Irvine Scientific, Inc., a world leader in the 

innovation, development, and manufacture of cell culture media and assisted reproductive 

technologies (ART), today announced it has exclusively licensed the intellectual property 

relating to artificial intelligence (AI) for image-based evaluation of human embryos to improve in-

vitro fertilization (IVF) success rates. The technology was developed and patented jointly by 

investigators from Brigham and Women’s Hospital and Massachusetts General Hospital with 

expertise in artificial intelligence, biomedical engineering and IVF. Terms of the deal were not 

disclosed. 

FUJIFILM Irvine Scientific plans to offer non-exclusive licensing of the technology to companies 

wishing to advance the use of AI and image-based tools in reproductive healthcare and will 

immediately be seeking agreements, globally. This image-based technology has the 

fundamentally enabling advantage of no capital investment while seamlessly merging into 

existing IVF workflows. The technology requires no special or specific imaging equipment and 

provides laboratories with the potential for an easier and lower-cost entry point for implementing 

AI and image analysis into their workflows. FUJIFILM Irvine Scientific, as the exclusive 

licensee, has a mission to bring this technology to every clinic around the world. 
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“Already a leading company of AI and medical imaging, Fujifilm will look for synergies across its 

healthcare companies to develop innovative applications that leverage this technology,” said 

Yutaka Yamaguchi, chief executive officer and chairman of FUJIFILM Irvine Scientific, general 

manager of Fujifilm Life Science Business Division. “Together we will continue to discover new 

ways to use imaging and artificial intelligence to improve healthcare.” 

“AI will be a critical tool for the transformation of clinical procedures to be more objective and 

reliable,” said Hadi Shafiee, Ph.D., of the Division of Engineering in Medicine, Brigham and 

Women’s Hospital. “The utility, versatility and robustness of our AI system in the IVF clinic has 

been repeatedly demonstrated in numerous international scientific publications, with our most 

recent work in Nature Biomedical Engineering highlighting its domain adaptability and reliability.”   

“Considering how important an IVF cycle is to the patient, each step in the process is critical. 

Embryologists make dozens of decisions that impact the success of that cycle. With assistance 

from our AI system, embryologists will have a valuable tool to use in their effort to identify and 

select embryos with the highest chance of pregnancy,” said co-inventor Charles Bormann, 

Ph.D., IVF laboratory director, Massachusetts General Hospital.  

“Tools to assist with embryo selection are only the beginning. Development and testing of 

applications to support the selection of oocytes, sperm, and genetic assessment are in 

progress,” said Steve Geimer, executive director of the Medical Business Unit, FUJIFILM Irvine 

Scientific. “Offering non-exclusive licensing to other companies will enable image-based AI to 

become an industry-standard in IVF and reproductive healthcare.” 

Co-inventors of the technology developed by investigators at Brigham and Women’s Hospital 

and Massachusetts General Hospital, include Manoj Kumar Kanakasabapathy, MS, Research 

Scientist, and Prudhvi Thirumalaraju, MS, both of the Brigham and Women’s Hospital’s Division 

of Engineering in Medicine. 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41551-021-00733-w
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Notes to Editors 

FUJIFILM Irvine Scientific, Inc. 
FUJIFILM Irvine Scientific, Inc., is a worldwide leader in the innovation and manufacture of 
cell culture media, reagents, and medical devices for researchers and clinicians. The 
company provides unrivaled service and quality to scientists working in biopharmaceuticals, 
cell therapy, regenerative medicine, assisted reproductive technology and cytogenetics, and 
industrial cell culture for the large-scale production of biotherapeutics and vaccines. 
FUJIFILM Irvine Scientific adheres to both ISO and FDA regulations and operates cGMP 
manufacturing facilities in California, USA, Tilburg, Netherlands, and Tokyo, Japan. The 
company’s consultative philosophy combined with expertise in cell culture and compliance 
provides customers with unique capabilities and support. For over 50 years, FUJIFILM 
Irvine Scientific has remained uniquely flexible and focused on media while becoming a 
strategic global leader in media products and services. FUJIFILM Irvine Scientific, Inc. is a 
subsidiary of FUJIFILM Holdings America Corporation reporting to FUJIFILM Holdings 
Corporation. For more information visit: www.irvinesci.com/ 

FUJIFILM Holdings Corporation 
FUJIFILM Holdings Corporation, Tokyo, leverages its depth of knowledge and proprietary 
core technologies to deliver Value from Innovation in our products and services in the 
business segments of healthcare, materials, business innovation, and imaging. Our 
relentless pursuit of innovation is focused on providing social value and enhancing the lives 
of people worldwide. Fujifilm is committed to responsible environmental stewardship and 
good corporate citizenship. For more information about Fujifilm’s Sustainable Value Plan 
2030, click here. For the year ended March 31, 2022, the company had global revenues of 
approximately 2.5 trillion yen (21 billion $USD at an exchange rate of 122 yen/dollar). For 
more information, please visit: https://www.fujifilmholdings.com.
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